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1. Will 50/50 income split apply to all immediate neighbours of the proposed Hills of 

Gold Wind Farm, or just supporting neighbours? 

 

Commercial agreements with associated landowners are commercial in confidence and under 

confidentiality applies to commercial agreements.  

 

The neighbour benefit sharing program has been announced and offers a financial benefit to 

neighbours within a 5km radius to a proposed turbine. This does not affect the neighbour 

ability to raise concerns with WEP.  

 

2. What is the foundation construction proposed for the Hills of Gold Wind Farm 

turbines? 

 

The different foundations used for turbine construction will be outlined in the EIS. The final 

foundations will be subject to further geotechnical studies and turbine selection.  

 

3. How will the proposed project area landscape be modified for wind turbine 

foundation construction? 

 

Turbine foundations are underground. Foundations will not result in any significant impact to 

the landscape. Broader assessment of the project in the context of the existing landscape will 

be presented in the Landscape and Visual Character Assessment as part of the EIS.  
 

 

4. How many wind turbines will be constructed on modified sloping hillside? 

 

The locations of turbines and their coordinates will be provided as part of the development 

application. This will be available to review along with the associated impacts with the 

locations proposed.  We have undertaken a design workshop to avoid area of significant 

topographic variation for the placement of turbines. This workshop resulted in relocation of 

turbines, reduction of turbines and removal of temporary blade storage associated with the 

construction of the turbine. As above the associated impacts of the final layout is considered 

in the context of the existing landscape and will be presented in the Landscape and Visual 

Character Assessment as part of the EIS.  

 

5. What is the total area of wind farm associated infrastructure proposed in the 

transport corridor, project area, and transmission route? 

 

This details is being prepared as part of the final Environmental Impact Assessment and will 

be provided once on public exhibition. The layout has gone through a number of changes to 

avoid impacts where possible and reduce the overall footprint of the project including for 

turbines, transmission, transport and other associated infrastructure.  

 

6. What is the area of vegetation clearing required to accommodate transport, project 

area, and transmission line infrastructure? 



 

Arup has prepared the Biodiversity Development Assessment Report (BDAR) to assess the 

potential impacts of the Project on biodiversity and identify mitigation and risk management 

measures during construction and operation. The BDAR addresses the requirements of the 

SEARs, and in accordance with the following government policies and legislation: 

◼ Biodiversity Conservation Act 2016 (BC Act) 

◼ Biodiversity Conservation Regulation 2017 

◼ Biodiversity Offsets Scheme (BOS) under Part 6 of the BC Act 

◼ Commonwealth Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC 

Act) 

The biodiversity assessment includes consideration of:  

◼ Impacts to native vegetation, including threatened ecological communities listed under 

the BC Act and the EPBC Act 

◼ Impacts to listed threatened species under the BC Act and the EPBC Act 

◼ Impacts of blade strike on birds and bats, with specific focus on listed threatened bats and 

raptors observed in accordance with Natural England Technical Information Note 

TIN051 (as advised by the Biodiversity Conservation Department);  

◼ Impacts associated with development near to National Parks or State Reserves, including 

the adjacent Ben Halls Gap Nature Reserve and associated Guidelines for developments 

adjoining land managed by the Office of Environment and Heritage. 

◼ Management of identified impacts (including details of adaptive management protocols 

and ability to obtain achievable offsets); and  

◼ Measures to avoid, mitigate and offset impacts, with the objective of an overall ‘improve 

or maintain’ environmental outcome for the project. 

 

This full report will be available to you as part of the public exhibition of the project.  

 

7. How many residences and DA approvals are within 10km of proposed wind turbines? 
 

The guidelines do not require that we assess the number of dwellings within 10 of a dwelling 

or approved dwelling.  A dwelling assessment has been completed within the Landscape and 

Visual Character Assessment as well a neighbour assessment within the main body of the 

EIS.  

 

8. Has there been a solution for local landholders approved by the Aerial Application 

Association of Australia? 
 

The Aerial Application Association of Australia has been contacted regarding the aviation 

impact assessment. A number of local landowners have been consulted regarding their 

concerns and these have been taken into consideration in the Aviation Assessment. Aerial 

operators have been consulted through the consultation process. We are committed to 

continuing to discuss any further concerns once the aviation report is on public exhibition 

with aviation agricultural users.  

 



9. How will residents of Nundle, Hanging Rock, Crawney, and Timor benefit from the 

wind turbine income potentially provided to project involved neighbouring absentee 

landholders who live in the Hunter Valley, New England and Sydney? 
 

This will depend on their circumstances. A range of benefits are expected for residents who 

can provide skills to construct, who will benefit from any projects funded from the 

community enhancement fund, may benefit from road upgrades the project undertakes, jobs 

created and neighbour benefits sharing payment if eligible. Landowner who receive payments 

for hosting infrastructure are likely to spend some of their income upgrading or helping 

operate their properties and within local business.  

 

 

10. Will the potential ultimate owner of proposed Hills of Gold Wind Farm benefit from 

Renewable Energy Certificates? 

 

The renewable energy certificates are a market-based mechanism created to price greenhouse 

gas emissions into market transactions to help reduce emissions. The renewable energy target 

has been achieved.  The Hills of Gold Wind farm will be eligible for renewable energy 

certificates; however, they are not driving the economic feasibility of the project due to more 

competitively priced electricity than existing wholesale electricity in the market.  

 

11. Is it responsible at this stage of the proposal to state a starting Community 

Enhancement Fund of $200,000 per year when the Community Enhancement Fund 

and Voluntary Planning Agreement with Tamworth/Liverpool Plains and Upper 

Hunter councils has not been finalised, a DA/EIS has not been lodged, and the 

number of turbines is likely to decrease further due to environmental impacts? 

 

During the Town Hall meetings in Nundle and Hanging Rock in 2017 WEP were asked to 

make a public commitment to a community enhancement fund. The concept was discussed at 

these meeting and the funding commitment was requested by the community.  WEP took the 

action to make a commitment with a week of this meeting. The commitment at that time was 

and remains for $2,500 per turbine built and operating.  

 

WEP has since held workshops with the community and councils to further refine the 

commitment as part of our EIS submission.  We will continue to consult the community to 

ensure maximum benefits can be achieved from the availability of funds should the project 

proceed.  It should be noted that as part of assessing impacts of the project, it is appropriate to 

also assess the benefits large renewable energy projects can bring communities and rural 

regions including from commitments such as the community enhancement fund and others.  

These concepts have been proven to significant help host communities and improve amenity 

in the area.  

 

12. Is it responsible for WEP’s representatives to offer enticements to the community 

when the CEF/Voluntary Planning Agreement with council and number of 

turbines/proposal has not been determined? 
 

Please see comment above.   

 

13. Is it possible for each idea mentioned to be achieved with grants, not wind farm 

compensation? 



 

We are unclear what this question is asking us. The community enhancement fund spending 

will be determined by application and committee and will be limited in its resources by the 

amount contributed each year of the operations of the wind farm.  

We have attached an example of the types of projects that have been supported by wind farm 

community enhancement funds at the White Rock Wind Farm project near Glen Innes.  

 

14. Does Nundle/Hanging Rock have the population to research, seek quotes, apply for, 

project manage and report on all these suggestions? 

 

We understand that committees of similar size are already working in the Nundle and 

Hanging Rock area with fewer resources than will be available for this community 

enhancement fund. The committee will not require significant time and the benefits to the 

community will be significant. Strong interest in the community enhancement fund and 

membership has been received by Wind Energy Partners.   

 

 

15. Why hasn’t the proposed Hills of Gold Wind Farm jobs estimate decreased as 

turbine numbers have reduced, regardless of MW remaining the same? 

 

The socio-economic report conducted by SGS Economics and Planning outlines in detail the 

updated number of jobs expected to be created as a result of the project. Despite fewer 

turbines being built other aspects of the project don’t change significantly such as new road 

length and public road upgrades required. In addition, other factors increase such as the size 

of underground foundations, all assessed in the full environmental impact assessment.  

 

16. Please provide a summary of the 34 estimated ongoing jobs and where they will be 

located (Nundle/Hanging Rock or remote)? 

 

During public meetings in Nundle and Hanging Rock in which over 300 people attended, 

WEP provided examples of the types of jobs created. We have attached the specific slides 

from that presentation for your information.  

 

17. If the projected Hills of Gold Wind Farm construction and ongoing jobs eventuate 

where will employees/contractors live? 

 

We expect many contractors will already live within the Tamworth, Upper Hunter, Liverpool 

Range Local Government Area and commute from their homes. Otherwise those who travel 

for the project will likely stay within commutable distance from the project where 

accommodation is available. There is significant accommodation available within a 

commutable distance.  

 

18. If Hills of Gold Wind Farm employees cannot, or do not want to, rent or buy in 

Nundle/Hanging Rock how will they add to the pre-school, public school, or bowling 

club numbers as promised? 
 

We can’t comment on what those who are employed to help build the wind farm or those that 

provide products or services to the wind farm will want to do regarding their children's 

education.  These are personal choices.  

 



19. Does WEP endorse the comment, “If you do not like the wind farm, don't look up to 

the ridge.” 
 

WEP understands that visual amenity is important to the residents in Nundle and Hanging 

Rock and that some residents have expressed concern on visual impact of the wind turbines. 

A detailed landscape assessment has been completed and specific consultation remains 

ongoing with the community.  WEP have provided preliminary photomontages of the wind 

farm based on a 78 turbine layout in May 2020 and will provide an additional 25 

photomontages as well as photomontages to those who requested.  
 

20. What is in place to protect the community from the eventual wind farm owner being 

liquidated? 
 

This has not occurred in Australia to the best of our knowledge and is a theoretical question. 

The project has attracted support from the largest owner of power stations globally with a 

significant balance sheet and expertise in running power stations. They have a strong 

commitment to rehabilitation as evidenced by the rehabilitation work involved in the closure 

of Hazelwood power station.  

 

 

21. How will wind turbine components be disposed of following decommissioning? 

 

As assessment of the disposal of wind turbine components as part of the decommissioning 

plan is provided in the Waste chapter of the EIS. This will be available as part of the 

development application.  

 

A significant amount of the turbine components can be recycled. Please see a link below to a 

lifecyle assessment of a Vestas wind turbine.  

 

https://www.vestas.com/~/media/vestas/about/sustainability/pdfs/v1123%2045mw_mk3a_iso

_lca_final_31072017.pdf 

 

 

22. Will the eventual wind farm owner have the financial capacity to fund the proposal 

from determination to decommissioning? 

 

The owner of the project at decommissioning will have the obligation to fund the 

decommissioning and is expected to have the financial capability to do so.  

 

 

23. If approved and sold, is there potential for the wind farm to sold multiple times? 

We can’t comment on the intentions of future owners to whether they would sell the project 

in subsequent years.  

 

 



 

 

White Rock Wind Farm 
2019 Community Fund Projects 
 
The following 18 projects were allocated funding from this years Community Fund of $179,375. 
 
PROJECTS <$5,000   PROJECTS >$5,000 
Glen Innes and District Historical Society Inc.: Storage 
cabinets 

  Tingha Recreation Reserve Land Manager: Rainwater 
tanks 

Northsports Glen Innes Inc.: Hockey starter kits   Glen Innes Redfins Swim Club: New grandstand 
Glen Innes and District Tennis Association Inc.: Net post 
upgrade 

  Glen Innes High School P&C: Furniture for Senior Study 

Emmaville Golf Club: Upgrade water system   Glen Innes Pottery Club: New kiln 
Reachout Mobile Resource Unit Inc (Toy Library): Storage 
upgrade 

  Glen Innes Arts Council: Portable sound system 

Glen Innes Junior AFL Club Inc.: Gazebos   Glen Innes Seventh Day Adventist Church: New fridge-
freezer 

Glen Innes Mineral and Gem Club Inc.: Upgrade 
equipment 

  Friends of the Glen Innes Severn Library: Waterproof 
sail 

Rural Outreach and Support Services: Information 
workshops 

  Glen Innes Highlanders Football Club: Ground 
improvement 

Safe in Our Town – Domestic Violence Committee: 
Marque and media 

  Glen Innes and District Football Association: Kitchen 
upgrade 

 
White Rock Wind Farm would like to thank all applicants, successful or unsuccessful, for taking the time to 
submit their projects. Applications for next year’s Community Fund will commence in April 2020. 



Nundle Wind Farm Project Justification

Jobs

An increase in economic activity including an estimated:
• 272 construction jobs over ~2 years
• 34 operational and maintenance during the 25 year project life
• Spending of construction and operational workers locally  

Local Investment • Up to 14-20 direct landowners across entire project will spend in the community

Community Impact Fund 
• Community Impact Fund to be established
• Discussion with Community Representatives to begin once SEARs issued and CCC 

Other Benefits

• Increase in spending of construction and operation staff
• Increased demand for accommodation, food and services
• Potential for additional attraction for tourists visiting Nundle 
• Improvement to roads and local infrastructure (reduced bushfire risk)
• Educational opportunities for schools and university groups

What’s in it for the community



Nundle Wind Farm Project Justification
Real Jobs Examples and Opportunities 

Real jobs such as: 
• Administration staff such as payroll staff, 

office managers, contract compliance 
• Weed and pest control 
• Fencing contractors 
• Earth works
• Builders for O&M office
• Labour during foundations and building 

works 
• Mechanics and electrical engineers 

Suppliers: 
• Labour 
• Sand 
• Water
• Crushed rock 
• Cement 
• Gravel 
• Equipment hire(tractors, graders, etc) 


