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A wind farm has the potential to affect local ecology through environmental change and 
habitat loss. ENGIE shares the community’s concerns about impacts to native vegetation 
and the habitats of native wildlife such as koalas and wombats. 

Leading industry consultants Biosis were engaged to conduct biodiversity studies, which 
were conducted over the course of two years in which no serious or irreversible biodiversity 
impacts from the project were found.   

 
What mitigation measures have been implemented? 
Land Development Footprint 

As a result of the 2021 biodiversity study, ENGIE made key changes to our development 
application, such as removing the Head of Peel Road as an access route and realigning 
transmission lines. These changes have reduced the total development footprint by 
40%, prevented nine waterway crossings from being impacted, and reduced the removal of 
high-condition native vegetation by 45%. 

 

Project 
Component  

Summary of Exhibited 
Project  

Summary of Amended 
Project  

Change 
from Exhibited 

to Amended Project  

Development 
Footprint  

Permanent Development  
Footprint: approx. 242 ha  

Revised Permanent 
Development  
Footprint: approx. 100 ha  

Decrease by 142 ha  

Temporary Development  
Footprint: approx. 271 ha  

Revised Temporary 
Development  
Footprint: approx. 200 ha  

Decrease by 71 ha  

Total development 
footprint  
approx. 513 ha  

Revised Total development  
footprint approx. 300 ha  

Decrease by 213 ha  

 

Protection of Native Flora and Fauna 

ENGIE have amended the footprint to create a 17% reduction in the removal of threatened 
native species habitat, which will result in a 29% (14ha) reduction in the removal of koala 
habitat to 36ha. We have also committed to a spotting and handling program to ensure any 
animals found prior and during construction are relocated to high condition habitat in 
adjoining properties, or the 3000ha in nearby nature reserves.  

 

Environmental management plans  

All mitigation measures to protect biodiversity and native animals will be governed by 
environmental management plans that must be prepared and implemented by specialists, 
and approved by DPIE, should the project receive development approval.  



 
Biodiversity Fast Facts 

• The development footprint has reduced from 513ha to 300ha 

• Development Footprint avoids sensitive Class 7 and Class 8 soil types   

• Avoided 75ha of Native Vegetation impacts (42% reduction in high condition)   

• AECOM completed an assessment on a preliminary design of the required vegetation 
removal within the transmission line route 

• 3 out of 4 turbines considered high risk to threatened bat species have been removed 
from the layout and fourth has been relocated to reduce impacts to moderate 

• Avoided 158ha of threatened species habitat – 100% reduction in all threatened bat 
species roosting habitat   

• Removal of turbines was also targeted to reduce impact to other native species 
including the Greater Glider, Spotted Tail Quoll, Koala and Owls 

• Avoided 34ha of threatened Box Gum Woodland – no longer significant impact   

• Biodiversity Stewardships Option - Achieved agreement with 3 neighbouring landowners 
for 1,426ha of biodiversity sites   

• Targeting Wildlife Corridor between Wallabadah Nature Reserve, Crawney National 
Park and Ben Halls Gap Nature Reserve  

 

 

Want more information?  
Contact Aref Taleb  
Phone: 0435135937  
Email: info@hillsofgoldenergy.com  
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